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Ludwig was anxious to erect a monument to Greece to remind
future generations that he had placed his own son at its disposal
in order to ensure, a happy future and development for the Greek
nation. When he visited Otto in Greece he had seen written on a
triumphal arch: 'King Lud\\ig I, the mo*t eminent Philhellene.'
He now wished to prove himself worthy of that title. The young
kingdom of Greece was still in a very difficult position because
England's policy blocked the way everywhere. Hut that was really
beside the question. The. fundamental national idea was to be
commemorated. It was therefore decided that the square near
the Glyptothek should be completed by a mighty antique gateway,
the Propylrca, immortalizing Bavaria's share in liberating Greece
from the Turkish yoke.

Full of vigour, Ludwig watched the progress of this work. He
often walked for three and four hours without resting and, in spite
of the heat, felt no fatigue. 'Your husband, who will have the. good
fortune of having been married to you forty-three years/ he wrote
to his wife, 'is still very strong, and to have had such a wife as you
is happiness, very great happiness.'1

In October, 1853, the artists of Munich organized a wonderful
torchlight procession on the occasion of the opening of the new
Pinakothek, in honour of Ludwig I 'who had opened the gates of
fame to the art of the new country'. King Ludwig spoke the truth
when he repeated that nearly every King who abdicates leaves
the place where his successor lives, so that he may not be reminded
that where he once ruled he lias no longer any power.

In the autumn of 1854, after visiting Cologne, the King and
Queen intended to return to Munich, but they heard that cholera
had broken out there. It was therefore decided to wait in
Aschaffenburg. At the end of September the doctors declared the
epidemic to be over, although occasional cases still occurred, so
they returned to Munich on the 7th October. A few days later
Queen Therese, now sixty-two years of age, the simple, charming
and devoted wife and woman, felt ill. The doctors, who had been
summoned hastily, told the horrified King that she had cholera.
The end came quickly. Whilst outside the Palace a terrible storm
was raging, the King, in despair and fearless, never left his wife's
sick-bed. She could hardly speak any more but reached for the
small travelling clock which she always used, and pressed it into
her husband's hands. At 4 a.m. on 26th October the doctors

1 Ludwig I to Therese, Berchtesgaden, 28th June, 1853.   Munich H.A..